THE MIDDLE YEARS
at that time had such a good knowledge of Russian
literature as I. In the writings of Kollar I came
upon Slavophilism, and there were Slavophiles
still in our political life; but I saw that they only
paid lip service to their creed of Slavism without
really understanding it. So I studied the Russian
Slavophiles: Kiryeyevsky, the disciple of Schelling,
and especially Dostoyevski. I learnt from them
how Russian Slavophilism is linked with Ortho-
doxy. Dostoyevski was an atheist; he himself said
once to the Russian nihilists: "You will tell me>
what is atheism?" But he wanted to be orthdox; he
wanted to "give the lie to truth." Vain hope. No
man can return to his lost faith; he can accept a
new one, but the one that he has lost he never
finds again. For this reason I felt something akin
to Jesuitism in this longed-for orthodoxy of DOS-
toyevsky. I was not satisfied with it; I wanted to
see Russia and the Orthodox faith at close quarters.
I went to Russia for the first time in 1887, and
again a year later. I stayed in Warsaw to get to know
the Poles; I visited Petersburg, Moscow, Kiev, and
Odessa: it fascinated me to see so many streets and
places which I knew so well from Dostoyevski,
Tolstoi, and other Russian writers. I went third class
on the train and between decks on the Black Sea,
partly because I wanted to get to know the people
and partly because I had not much money. I got
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